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MICHAEL  HOPLEY  

The Rangers have once again visited our school at 

dismissal time. Our Kiss and Ride process is working well 

but requires everyone's cooperation. Some of our 

neighbours have complained about families leaving 

rubbish on their lawns and parking in their driveways. 

Please be mindful of our neighbours at all times. 

Bishop Vincent (Bishop of Parramatta Diocese) recently 

spoke at a Parish event and was very clear about the 

changing nature of being Catholic and facing the 

complex issues of our society.  He reiterated that our 

schools can no longer be places to simply educate 

Catholics but places that offer Catholic Education to all. 

He spoke about changes that need to occur in Church 

leadership, where the people of the Church need to lead 

and he has established deanery groups in the Diocese 

that are made up of the laity. He spoke of the role of 

women in our Church; the Royal Commission as a catalyst 

for change and the mission of Parishes and Schools to 

reach out to the poor and marginalised.  Our Bishop is 

very much a force for change and our Parish is constantly 

seeking ways to support this vision. 

As we move toward the Easter season it is important to 

continue the conversation with our children about 

preparing ourselves just as Jesus prepared himself in the 

desert. The teachers focus on how we can be the best 

people we can be; how we can support others especially 

in our families and what we understand about the life 

and sacrifice of Jesus. Please take the time to discuss 

these things with your children 

Have a great week. 

Michael Hopley  

Dear Parents, Students and 

Teachers,  

Enrolments for Kindergarten 2019 

are well under way. If you have a 

child or know someone who has a 

child that is eligible for enrolment 

in 2019, please download an 

enrolment form from the website 

or collect one from the office. 

Enrolment close Friday 25th May. 

Principal's Message 

 A reminder that Warren Hopley will be speaking to us 

on Tuesday 27th March at 7.00pm in the library. Warren 

has worked extensively in the area children's learning  

particularly anxiety and how boys and girls learn in 

different ways . His talk in 2014 sparked a change of 

thinking around our playground spaces and we hope to 

have the same change in thinking around building 

resilience in our children. 

Next week also we will be having our Holy Week 

celebrations. On Monday Year 1 will be remembering 

Palm Sunday at our morning assembly and on 

Wednesday at 9am, Year 6 will be leading the school in 

a special Holy Week Liturgy where we remember Jesus' 

Passion. Then at 10:15am on Tuesday of Week 10, we will 

celebrate Jesus' resurrection with a special whole school 

mass in the Church. Parents are very welcome to attend 

the prayer service for these events. 

Over the last few weeks we have had a number of 

visiting Principal's from schools in our Diocese, as well 

as educators from the United States and Canada. We 

continue to get very affirming feedback that our 

students work in exciting learning spaces that 

encourage purposeful talk, collaboration, resource and 

information sharing. They have also recognised the 

quality of our teachers and the effort they make in 

establishing effective teaching and learning. 

https://www.olqpgreystanescanteen.com/


REC NEWS 
 
 
 

Catholic schools week came around in a 
flash at OLQP primary school. Catholic 
Schools Week commenced on Monday 

the 5th of March and concluded on Friday 
the 9th of March. Parents and students 
were delighted to complete fun activities 

with their loved ones. Laughter and 
happiness filled the air as students 

showcased the work they have completed 
so far this year. 

 
“As I was a Student at OLQP in 1994 it 
was a great influence to me it got me 

ready to high school and I did really well in 
high school thanks to OLQP. I couldn’t 

have gone to a better school when I was a 
child ” said Mrs Preston 

  
 

Catholic Schools Week was kicked off with 
a beautiful liturgy. Students, teachers and 
parents joined in the celebration. Liturgies 
are special part of our catholic education 
to understand the importance of Catholic 

Schools Week was all about. One 
individual from from each grade 

(kindergarten to year six) were invited to 
share their thoughts at their time at OLQP. 

 
“I was very moved when I saw my 

kindergarten teacher Miss Gunter crying” 
quoted Miss Cassar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OLQP The Place To Be 
By Scott Meredith  

Below prayer table at catholic schools 
week celebration 

                  Above Photo of the school catholic schools week

 
What is Catholic Schools Week? On Monday 5th 

March, schools in the Parramatta Diocese celebrated 
Catholic Schools Week as a special time of the year 

when all the Catholic schools in the Parramatta Diocese 
celebrate God being at the  center of everything we do. 

Our Lady Queen Of Peace, Greystanes (OLQP) 
 celebrates  this by beginning the day with a liturgy 
where students from Kindergarten to Year 6 attend 

along with 200 supporting parents. The slogan this year 
for Catholic Schools Week is ‘Every Child, Every Day, 

Transforming Lives’ and this is truly seen at OLQP. 
”Catholic Schools Week  (CSW) is a special time in the 
year when we celebrate and give thanks for Catholic 

schools” announced  Mr Michael Hopley, the Principal 
of OLQP, at the beginning of the liturgy. Everyone came 
together as one community to create a sacred place on 
Area C (see photo) . At this liturgy, OLQP gave thanks 
to their wonderful educators  where a child from each 
grade had to state what made  OLQP a  special place 

of learning. 
‘“OLQP is great because we help each other to do our 
best and work as a team” responded a Year 5 student. 
Throughout the day, our parents excitedly came to our 

learning spaces to interact with us  and have a go at fun 
activities. In Year 6 our  activities were listed on a 

 digital passport of learning . This gave us the 
 opportunity to showcase  our learning to our  parents. 
We were privileged to use  digital passports because 
Year 6 has gone TOTALLY BYOD! ( Bring Your Own 

Device ) 
“Mr Van Der Walle , our year 6 teacher  did an amazing 
job at creating the digital passport and the children and 

parents  had a ball working through the activities 
together” praised Miss Catherine Moses, my year 6 

teacher. 
 

During Catholic Schools Week  Year 6 had many 
marvelous visitors including  Mr Rix, Head of the CEDP 
Media. He  came to speak about his role in promoting 

Catholic Schools in the Parramatta Diocese. As we are 
currently completing ou first PBL ( Project Based 

Learning )task on this topic, his visit was perfect timing. 
Mr Rix talked to us about  what makes a good 

newspaper article for example persuasive techniques, 
an intriguing headline ( 2-8 words ) and the best ways 
to promote your story. After Mr Rix finished talking to 
Year 6 we asked him him some questions about our 

PBL.My question was “How many words should I 
include in my headline”. He responded 

“Always try for the fewest number of words possible. 
The bigger the story, the fewer the words needed in the 

headline. You can sometimes make a headline work 
with up 2 to 8 words but always try to keep them as 

short and ‘punchy’ as possible.” 
 

Catholic Schools Week was a huge success at Our 
Lady Queen Of Peace. It was a great way to interact 

with parents and celebrate who we truly are, as 
followers of God. 

“It is a time to give thanks for wonderful learning and 
teaching that takes place each day in every classroom” 
acknowledged Mr Michael Hopley at the end of the day. 

 
 
 

Come and See 
Catholic Schools Week At OLQP 

Kayla Azzi(Year 6 student OLQP ) 
15th March, 2018



OLQP celebrates Catholic Schools Week with a wonderful liturgy 
and open classrooms. 

How would you celebrate Catholic Schools Week? Well here’s 
how O.L.Q.P celebrated it. 

On Monday the 5th of March saw CSW 2018 celebrations kick off 
at O.L.Q.P with a wonderful school community gathering. 

Families of the students were invited to a special liturgy on 
 Area- C to mark the beginning of Catholic Schools Week. 
Some children were privileged to be chosen to share their 
thoughts on what it meant to be part of a Catholic school. 

The Principal , Mr Michael Hopley,  spoke about how great it is to 
be part of a Catholic school and community. Martin Luther King 

”You don’t have to seethe wholestaircase, just take the first step.” 

Catholic Schools Week is a wonderful time for teachers and 
students to showcase the morals and values of being part of a 

Catholic school in the way of  its education.  It’s also time to self- 
reflect and remind all members of the school community how 

wonderful it is to be part of OLQP.   

After our school liturgy,  parents, family and friends were invited 
into the children’s classrooms. The classrooms were open during 
the morning session, where each class had incentive activities for 

the parents and children to do together. 
In year six one of the four amazing teachers, Mr Van Der Walle, 

who some of the students are privileged enough to have, has 
created a website with activities related to class.   

In Year six was a special visit from Mr Rix, the the head of the 
communications, media and marketing campaign in the CEDP. 
He came in to talk about our PBL project on how year 6 could 

promote OLQP. 
The year 6 students were given examples and ways on how we 
could “promote the school to current and prospective parents” 

with our ideas. 

Jesus said: “I am the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes 

in me will live.” 

A special thank you goes to Mr Aggar for I organising a beautiful 
liturgy, the teachers, students and Anna from the parish for being 

part of the beautiful liturgy.   

Catholic Schools Week 
At O.L.Q.P Greystanes 

By Pierre Dib 
Wouldn’t you love to be part of a cool, caring Catholic Schools Week with 
your dear children? Well OLQP invites you to do just that! During Catholic 
Schools Week (Monday 5th of March, week 6) parents and the community 
were invited to come to celebrate Catholic Schools Week with a wonderful, 

reverent liturgy that included the whole school. 
 

After the liturgy we had organised open classrooms in all classrooms from 
Kindergarten right through to Year 6. It was a great success because 

parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles were able to see what their loved 
ones were learning. 

 
This is all because we are a compassionate, caring Catholic school and we 
know that it is very important for family members to see what the students 

are learning at our school. 
 

If you missed the liturgy and open classrooms you still have a chance to go 
next year because there is a Catholic Schools Week every year at OLQP. 

 
Our liturgy was an amazing start to the day. On Monday the 5th of March all 
the teachers, students and a great number of parents attended our liturgy 

and we all joined in and sang our school song with pride. 
 

We also had representatives from each grade to talk about something they 
love about OLQP. We all prayed in reverence to 

                                                                   God and Ana, a member                
                                                     from the parish, was able  

                                                          to come down and bless 
                                                                   the whole community.                     

                
                                                                                

“Our liturgy was amazing, and it was very nice that Ana from the parish 
could come down and bless the community”, said Mr Aggar a teacher at 

OLQP. 
 

Our organised open classrooms was a great success. Parents and the 
community were able to come in to the classrooms and see what it is that 
the OLQP students are learning. In the year 6 classrooms we set up an 

online passport and we showed our parents some of the tasks that we have 
done in class, earlier in the year. 

 
After we finished the tasks we copied and pasted a stamp picture into our 

passports so the teachers knew we had completed tasks and shared 
aspects of our learning with our visitors. 

 
For all the parents who worked that day there was also an open classroom 

after school (from 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm) called COOL school which is an 
acronym for Celebration Of Our Learning. 

 
The students used the same passport to learning that was used at the 

earlier open classroom. 
 

“It was the best Catholic Schools Week because I was able to join in and 
see what the students were learning” said a current parent from  OLQP          

                     
                                                                          

   My aunt and I at open  classrooms                                                        
  
 

All the parents and carers were happy to be part of this Catholic celebration 
and they loved that they could see what the students were learning at 

OLQP. Why don’t you come and be a part of the celebration year! 
 
 

A Special Catholic Schools Week at 
OLQP Greystanes By year 6 student 

Ben Carr 





CALIFORNIA  ORGANIC  FARMING
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However, that being said, it is becoming

increasingly obvious that our world is

developing an unhealthy attachment to it. 

This certificate is proudly presented to
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MARCH  
MONDAY 26th-Palm Sunday Liturgy presented by Yr1-9am

Assembly 
Wednesday 28th-Holy Week Liturgy 9am 

Thursday 29th- Holy Thursday  
Friday 30th- Good Friday - No school 

APRIL 
Monday 2nd- Easter Monday- No school 

Tuesday 3rd- Resurrection Liturgy 10.15am 
        

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.    

This certificate is proudly presented to

Dates to remember:

It is important that if your child arrives late for school, or needs 
to leave early, parents check in at the school office and sign 

them in or out. This is a requirement by law and for the safety of 
the students. Students arriving at school after the roll has 

been taken, will be marked absent if they have not been signed in 
at the office. If you do not attend the office with your child to 

sign the late note, it will be sent home for your signature and a 
reason for your child’s late arrival. All late notes sent home for 

completion must be signed and returned to school the next day. 

Thank you for your co-operation 

Dear parents/guardians 
All winter uniforms are now available for purchase. 
Please have your orders early before next term to ensure you
receive them on time. 
We are open 
Saturday 8.30-10.00am and Thursday 8.30-10.00am 

Working parents can place orders via the QKR APP. 
All orders will be sent to the office on a Thursday morning. 
Please note UNIFORMS cannot be purchased from OZ FASHIONS. 

Kind regards 
Elle 
Uniform Shop 
0421216414

uniform shop News

Office news 

Congratulations to Angelique 
Skapetis who will be competing 

at the State Athletics 
Championships this Sunday 24th 
March at Sydney Olympic Park. 
Angelique will compete in the 

under 12s 800m finals against 24 
children from all over the 

state.We wish her all the best 
and are very proud of her. 

 

Student achievements

Canteen news

Don't forget to order your Hot Cross Buns. Orders must be in by 
Monday can only be made via the Qkr! App.  

 
The last meal deal for Term 1 will be on Tuesday 27th March 
for Year 1. Could all orders be placed by Friday 23rd March.  

Have a safe and Holy Easter. 
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Premiers Reading Challenge  

 The Premiers Reading Challenge is off and running for another
year. The challenge aims to encourage a love of reading for

leisure and pleasure, and enables students to experience
quality literature.  

It is not a competition but a challenge to each student to read,
to read more and to read more widely. 

The PRC challenge runs until Friday 31st August. If your child
is participating, their online Student Reading Record must be

completed by 31st August to complete the challenge. Your
child will have received a note this week regarding login

details. 
We have many PRC books in the library to borrow or you could

even visit your local library. We would love to see as many
students get involved in this challenge.  

“Something very magical can happen when you READ A GOOD
BOOK.” JK Rowling 

        
                               

.    

This certificate is proudly presented to

library news

                                      Book Club 

Closing Date for Book Club online ordering will be Monday 
26th March. 

If you wish to order but don’t know how to, you can use the 
following links: 

To go directly to the LOOP click on the link below 
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx 

To see a step by step guide to using the Book Club LOOP 
click on the link below 
http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP_How_to_Order_and_Pay 

A huge thank you to all the wonderful mums
and grandmas who have been working

tirelessly to cover our new literacy resources.
We are so appreciative of your time and

support!  
Mariam Zaidan 

Vivien Simonovski 
Lisa Henderson 
Jessica Bilokin 

Dominique Ayoub 
Heather Mitchell 
Emma Thomas 

Christine Reineker 
Belinda Boumelhem 

Miriam Palache 
Sarah Brown 

Christine Bernobic 
Danijela Abramovic 

Mayla Parsons 
Nicole Elias 

Monica Attard 
Miriam Gibson






