PRINCIPAL’S
MESSAGE:

Enrolling Now for Kindergarten 2017

Dear Parents, Students and Teachers

Happy Easter to all our families.

| hope you all had the opportunity to celebrate Easter with your friends and loved ones. It is
certainly a time to join together in harmony and renew ourselves in the understanding of the
resurrection. It is a time, also, to consider our place in the world and the ways in which we
recognise the Holy Spirit working for peace in troubled times. This is a thought to share with
your children as we move into the season of Pentecost.

I’d like to thank the teachers and students who organized and participated in the recent Holy
Week liturgies. Many parents commented on the reverence and thoughtfulness that
characterized these events. A special mention to Mr Knight, Mrs Mangraviti and Mr Aggar
who made these celebrations so meaningful.

Since our recent problems with the Kiss and Ride area we have made some changes to the
process. The most significant concern is that the line of cars continues to move through the
area. Extra teachers have been placed on duty to make sure that children get into their cars
quickly. If your child’s name is called and they do not attend, you will need to move off from
the area and either park or rejoin the queue. The movement of traffic over the last two weeks
has greatly improved. In wet weather parents who come into the school for pick up can go
directly to the classroom, after the bell, to pick up their children.

Two weeks ago a survey was sent home to parents with some topics for discussion. It came
as a suggestion from the P&F and it was very helpful in gathering information about our
school. There were 163 responses, which allowed for detailed information that could be
corroborated. A summary of the results and suggestions for improvement are on the
following pages.

P&F NEWS

The P&F have been very active and have established some initiatives for our school. A flyer
has been sent home today with details about the P&F Facebook Page (OLQP Primary School
Greystanes P & F NSW). The page is used to communicate ideas and upcoming events that
the P&F have organised. It will not be used for advertising in any other areas.

The first P&F Information evening will be held on May 10" at 7.30pm in the Library. Nicole
Hunt from Holroyd Council and a Police Officer from Merrylands Police Department will
speak to us about ‘Keeping Kids Safe”. More information will follow on the P&F Facebook
page, including information about other exciting sessions later in the year.



The P&F School Community Business Directory will be established over the next few weeks.
Families who own or manage a business will be able to submit their information and it will be
published in the online directory (on the school website). Criteria for inclusion will be
forwarded in a separate document over the next few days, with a reference about how to
apply. A donation of $50 for the 2016 year will enable families to include a business card and
some details relating to their business. This is an excellent fundraising activity that will also
help families in our community.

Our current assessment data is showing great improvement in our children’s overall reading
ability. Reading should be done each night with the aim of developing a real love of books.
Talking about books and about what has been read will help develop comprehension, which
is the most important part of reading.

Have a great week

Michael Hopley
Principal

2016 Survey Results

Thank you to the 163 families who responded to our recent survey. The information
gathered has been very helpful for school improvement. I’d like to thank Mrs Simonetto for
her input in developing the questions. Below is a summary of the results from the 4
questions, including ideas on how issues will be addressed.

1. Communication

Overall parents were very satisfied with the school’s methods of communication.

* Several parents suggested that while alerts using the Skoolbag app were effective, the
app itself often didn’t open or messages were not delivered on time. This will be
addressed with the Skoolbag Company. It needs to be clarified that the SMS alerts are
only sent for important messages. It is felt that we don’t want parents to be overloaded
with lots of information through SMS.

* The school website was generally well received but some comments were made about it
being hard to navigate. A “new look” website will be released in Term 2 and it will be
easier to locate information. It will include a Parent Calendar that will be updated
regularly and parents will be able to send email enquiries to the office, the Principal, the
Assistant Principal, class teacher, school fee enquiry, enrolment enquiry or a general
enquiry.

* The newsletter was generally rated well. There has been a deliberate attempt to not
overload the newsletter with information and a reference was made to highlighting
upcoming events (dates). This will be included in newsletters from next month.

* Some concerns were raised that notes did not go home or were sent home too late. A
number of parents asked that more notice be given when parents are asked to attend a
school event so they can apply for time off work. These issues will be addressed with
the teaching staff.

* Email messages for parents making enquiries will be included in the new website. Once
again the school only generates emails to those who have subscribed to the website and
only for significant alerts.

* The Kindergarten Facebook Page was very well received. It is used to showcase the
work and activity of the students in Kindergarten. We are investigating the possibility of
creating pages in other grades but it requires a great deal of extra time on the part of
the teachers to maintain it effectively and securely.



2. OLQP School Business Directory

Many parents were interested in the idea of a School Business Directory. This would
provide a list of businesses owned or managed by parents in our community. There will be
a small cost involved in advertising and this will form part of the P&F fundraising work.

3. School Services

Parents were happy with the services provided by the school.

* A number of comments were made about the good quality of the school uniforms and
excellent service provided by the uniform shop. There were some concerns about
particular items of uniform, particularly the sports shorts and a number of requests
were made regarding online purchasing. Order forms can currently be downloaded
from our website and given to the office. The uniform shop is currently open on
Thursday and Saturday mornings and requests were made to have it open more often.
These questions and issues will be raised with the manager. Some parents asked about
the provision of second hand uniforms. This has been made possible through a
Facebook page established by our parents: OLQP Primary School Uniforms - Pre Loved.

* There were many positive references to how well the canteen is managed and the
service it provides. Online ordering was also suggested and Mrs Farrugia is currently
investigating this possibility.

* The work of our secretaries in the school office was acknowledged for their patience
and attention to the children.

4. Information Nights

The information nights were well received as an initiative of the P&F. Suggestions offered
included information on road safety around the school, anxiety with children including
emotional and social development, helping children cope with bullying, the benefits of open
learning, boys/girls education, the use of social media, how subjects are taught differently
today, homework issues, extra-curricula activities, how to support learning generally and
how assessment is organised. The P&F have already discussed information nights to be
organised for this year and some of these topics will be addressed.

CANTEEN NEWS

| would like to give a big THANK YOU to all the Kindergarten mothers for offering up their
time to sell ice blocks to the Kindy children this term. To all mums who helped in the
canteen this term, the roster for next term is now available on the Canteen Website. | am
still looking for volunteers so if you could spare any time, please don't be shy. | always
welcome new faces, any help is appreciated.

The Canteen will be closed Friday the 8th of April for stocktake and cleaning. There
will be nothing sold on this day, please ensure your child has recess and lunch on this day.
Birthday bucket orders for this term must be in by this Friday 1st April, no orders will be
accepted next week.

| hope all families enjoy the holiday break!

Kim Farrugia



Call (02)9631 2689
3 Groups for 2017 to Adelaide, New Zealand and Hawaii

Email: charlie@maltatravel.net.au

or call now for more info

Email: suzanne@maltatravel.net.au or call

for quotes for Travel all over the world

MALTA TRAVEL
Incorporating PL’II(”E Hill Tr avel

A division of Felice Pty Ltd ABN 71 073 235 408
Licensed Travel Agent Lic. No 2TA4425

maltatravel.com.au
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Advanced Tuition

Dr. Jason D-Misciali & Vanessa Diab
K—12& University

All subjects

One on one tution/Group tuition.
Family based tuition.

[B Med Sci, MPH, MB BS)

Contact 0403 213072 ())
0424630340 (V)

POWNEY & POWNEY
W/&W
EKITCHENS

www.powneysupremekitchens.com.au

Servicing the local community for over 30 years
Chris Powney: 9756 6120 or 0418 297 060
Showroom: Corner of Newton &Toohey Roads,
Wetherill Park
Specialising in Kitchen Renovations
New kitchens, Vanity units, Laundry fit outs

Entertainment units & Office fit outs

) Merrylands
FirstGrammar

Early Education Centre
“Achieving excellence in early
for
children aged 2 to & years”

education and care

A: 29 Duffy Street, Merrylands
P: 9632 1044
merrylands@firstgrammar.com.au

.com.au [ §|/FirstGrammar

Our centre has been rated as

| EXCEEDING &/

the national quality standards

o, AII meals provided including hot lunch and vegetarian meals

& School i &

into School programs

Friendly, dedicated and qualified staff

Clean, safe and hygienic environment

* Affordable fees and approved for CCB and CCR

B’ Weuse for

and group experiences based on EYLF leaming outcomes

~ Enrol now and receive one week free. conditions apply

0- 6 YEARS OLD | 7AM-6PM | ENROL NOW

Ph. 9896 4504

13 Hampden Rd, South Wentworthville

M. 0421 303 257



Our Sponsors:

attic

¢ where beautliful storles begin

christenings * communions
giftware

FRANCHISES AVAILABLE
1300 477925
www.createdbyhands.com.au

level 1, 142 victorla road, north paramatta
t— 02 9683 5459

wwuw.lilysattic.com.au

Shop 5/6-10 Kippax Street, Greystanes
Open 6 Days
Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm

greySTd ﬂ eS medicare ooy o

DENTAL CLINIC CHILD DENTAL Doct
octors

0296311766 sl Dr tan Ko
Dr Sushila Badami

SHOP 5A GREYSTANES SHOPPING CENTRE Up to $1000 for eligible

499 MERRYLANDS RD, GREYSTANES NSW 2145 ‘h;‘ﬂ’;yl:ffd ) Dr Sheela Bhatt
° . | Dr Stephen Chau
www.greystanesdental.com.au Phone: 9631 5900

X PODIATRY TracyRoberts

Melanie McDonald (M.Pod.Med)

TREATMENTS: e real estate

[ ]
Phone: 9631 3544
www.tracyroberts.com.au

“Proudly supporting our local community”
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Unit 2 / 4A Foundry Rd, Seven Hills (Opp Bunnings)

TYRERACKAUS.COM.AU




VOUCHER

10% OFF’

*SUPPLIES -

TRADING HOURS: MON-FRI 8.30AM - 5PM | SATURDAY 9AM-1PM X

Timetable - TexFit

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

7am 7am Bam
Group PT Group PT Bootcamp
TexFit Studio TexFit Studio (Pemulwuy)
5pi Spm Spm
Group PT Group PT Group PT
TexFit Studio TexFit Studio TexFit Studio
Gpm 6pm 6:15pm
T“;;"o": Boxing Gmgp PT i
camp = =
(Pemulwuy) xFit Studio

Personal Tralning

Group PT

$22.50 per session

(Numbers capped per session)

Bootcamp
(Pemulwuy)

7:15pm
Bootcamp
(Greystanes)

7:15pm
Bootcamp
(Pemulwuy)

BOOK NOW
0411 627 113

Enquire now for One on One and Buddy PT.

7pm

Thump Boxing

Bootcamp

(Pemulwuy)

Boolcamp Training
Two Bootcamp sessions per week $25
Unlimited Bootcamp per week $35
Single Bootcamp session $15
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HAIR N BEAUTY .

BRANDS

AT WHOLESALE PRICES!
by

.....

IAIRNBEAUTY - (02) 9725 1116
TREET, WETHERILL PARK, SYDNEY 2154

-t
FORGING FITNESS "R!FK-

FEARLESS

MARTIALARTS )

v' High energy Taekwondo classes
v' Experienced, qualified instructors .

v Learn self defence, gain confidence

v Earn your Black Belt, be a champion!

Unit 5, 187 Fairfield Rd Guildford  °
Ei www.facebook.com/fmataekwondo ¢/

Please join our Facebook groups:

https://www.facebook.com/VitalityHealthFitness

https://www.facebook.com/VitalityBootCamp

PHYSIE is a fusion of dance and sport
with jazz, ballet, hip-hop, aerobics,

fitness and exercise in the one class.

lifelong friendships
Guildford-Greystanes Physie

Chris - 0414 969 719
www.guildfordgreystanesphysie.com

FREE TRIAL!!!

Present this coupon at one of our classes for a
complimentary free trial at any of the following venues,
Ringrose PS, Widemere PS, Seven Hills Indoor Sports,
Blacktown Leisure Centre & Blacktown PCYC. Venue
times am on our website.
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e Soccer Fun Program for
and aged 3-5 years




